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Document A: Margaret Sanger at the Founding Conference of 
the American Birth Control League (Excerpted) 

 
Margaret Sanger was a leader of the American birth control 
movement. She delivered this speech at the founding conference 
of the American Birth Control League, which had to be 
rescheduled after police shut down the originally scheduled 
meeting. Sanger served as president of the league. 
 
 
We stand on the principle that birth control should be available 
to every adult man and woman. We believe that every adult man 
and woman should be taught the responsibility and the right use 
of knowledge. We claim that woman should have the right over 
her own body and to say if she shall or if she shall not be a 
mother, as she sees fit. … 
 
When it comes to discussing the methods of birth control, that is 
far more difficult. There are laws in this country which forbid the 
imparting of practical information to the mothers of the land. We 
claim that every mother in this country, either sick or well, has the 
right to the best, the safest, the most scientific information. Our 
first step is to have the backing of the medical profession so that 
the laws may be changed. 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
birth control: term used at the 
time to describe methods for 
preventing (but not ending) 
pregnancy 
 

 
 
principle: values and beliefs 
 
imparting: sharing 
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Document B: N.O.W. Comments on Title IX (Modified) 
 

Below is an excerpt from public remarks made by Judy Wenning, 
the former president of the New York’s chapter of the National 
Organization of Women (N.O.W.) and coordinator of N.O.W.’s 
women and sports task force. She made these remarks during a 
talk titled “Sex Bias in Education.” 
 
 

Title IX is [a federal law]. What it basically says is that no school 
which receives any federal funds can discriminate in any way on 
the basis of sex. This includes programs, school admissions, 
school funding, use of facilities, attitudes, whatever. And almost 
every school in the country violates this in some way. What we 
would like for parents to realize and for teachers and students to 
know is that we have a law that empowers each of us to make 
some changes … to really provide equal opportunities for 
students regardless of sex. …  
 
You can use it for textbooks. You can use it for athletics. … You 
can use it for any kind of program. You can use it for the fact that 
girls will be required to take home economics and not allowed to 
take shop and boys cannot take home economics but have to 
take shop. These are all violations. … Present this to your school 
board and say, “Look, there is a federal law … you are in violation 
of. We would like to work together with you to make 
recommendations for the changes that you can make to really 
provide equal opportunity. … If you do not see fit to work with us, 
we do have a law, and we can … file a suit against the school 
system, which will then withhold all federal funds for the school.” 
 
 
Vocabulary 
home economics: class on how to 
do housework 

shop: classes that taught 
industrial skills, like 
mechanics or wood working 
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Document C: CIO Women’s Auxiliaries’ Program (Excerpted) 
 

The Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) was a major 
federation of American labor unions. Compared to other unions at 
the time, the CIO was more inclusive of women, both as union 
members as well as of those in “women’s auxiliaries,” or groups of 
women who were relatives of union members. 
 
 

Child Care Program Adopted at the Third Annual Conference, 
Congress of Women’s Auxiliaries, CIO, Washington, D.C. 

 
Thousands of women, many of whom are mothers, are entering 
industry for the first time. Further employment of mothers will be 
accelerated by the increase drafting of fathers, and the children of 
these working mothers must not be neglected. 
 
We recognize that the care and protection of our war-time children 
is a definite duty and responsibility of labor, the community, and 
government. The magnitude of this problem requires the 
participation of the entire community in order that a successful 
program of group care will be guaranteed to meet the needs of the 
child, the mother, and war production. 
 
An adequate child care program must be made available to children 
of working mothers, regardless of race, creed, or color. Such a 
program must be adequately staffed by a competent, paid 
personnel whose experience and training equips them to work in the 
best interest of the child’s physical health, growth, and 
development. 
 
Vocabulary 
drafting: ordering to military 
service 
labor: labor unions  
 

 
magnitude: size 
war production: making goods to 
fight the war 
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Document D: Mary Church Terrell’s Speech (Modified) 
 

Mary Church Terrell was a civil rights activist and one of the first 
African American women to earn a college degree. She delivered 
this speech to Washington, D.C., public school teachers.  
 
 
I want to discuss a subject in which every intelligent human being 
should be interested today. I want to talk about woman suffrage to 
the teachers of our schools, those who are training the minds, 
molding the characters, and influencing the opinions of the boys and 
girls of this generation, who will be the men and women of the next. 
But whenever I present the justice of woman suffrage, I always feel 
like blushing for shame because to explain why it is unjust to keep 
from one half of the human race rights and privileges which are 
freely given to the other half (which is neither more deserving nor 
more capable) can seem like an insult to some.  
 
We all remember how shocked we were, when for the first time in 
our lives we saw a woman riding on a bicycle through the public 
streets. The women who first rode wheels were considered very 
vulgar and very bold. But for first one reason and then another, 
women decided to defy the various communities in which they lived. 
Then up sprang a great army of women cyclists and soon people 
became so accustomed to seeing women riding wheels that they 
did not even turn around to look at them in the street. People had 
grown so accustomed to the sight that they considered it neither 
unnatural nor unusual any longer. 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
suffrage: the right to vote 

 
 
vulgar: offensive 
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Guiding Questions 

Round 1 
 
Examine the four documents and complete the chart below. When you’re 
finished, share your answers with your group members. 
 
 What about the letter might give 

you clues about when it was 
made?  

In what decade(s) of the 20th 
century do you think this could 
have been made? Why?  

 
Document A 
 

  

 
Document B 
 

  

 
Document C 
 

  

 
Document D 
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Round 2 
 
Work together as a group to complete the following statements:  
 
 
 
Document _____ was likely created in 1910 because 
 
 
 
 
Document _____ was likely created in 1921 because 
 
 
 
 
Document _____ was likely created in 1944 because 
 
 
 
 
 
Document _____ was likely created in 1974 because 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your answers are different than they were in Round 1, briefly note why you 
changed your mind:  
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