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Texas Revolution Lesson Plan 
 

Central Historical Question: 
Why did Texans revolt against the Mexican government? 

 
Materials: 

• Texas Revolution PowerPoint 
• Copies of Documents A-D 
• Copies of Guiding Questions 

 
Plan of Instruction: 
 

1. Introduction: Use the Texas Revolution PowerPoint to provide students with 
context for the Texas Revolution of 1835-36.   

 
Slide 2: Spanish Texas (1689-1821). Texas was home to various Native 
American tribes—including the Caddos, Apaches, Atakapans, Karawankawas, 
and Coahuiltecans—when Spain first claimed the territory as part of New Spain 
in 1519. Although Spain claimed ownership, it made few attempts to directly 
control Texas until 1689, when it sent a military expedition across the Rio Grande 
to counter French attempts to colonize the territory. Over the next century, Spain 
built a series of missions, presidios, and settlements across Texas, solidifying its 
claims to the land and making a lasting impact on its culture, laws, and 
landscape. Although Spain established lasting settlements, the Spanish 
presence in Texas was sparse. By the first two decades of 19th century, there 
were fewer than 8,000 Spanish residents across the vast territory. 
 
Slide 3: Mexican Texas. A decade-long war for independence won by subjects of 
New Spain ended with the establishment of Mexico as an independent nation in 
1821, and Mexico combined Texas with Coahuila to form a new state called 
Coahuila y Tejas in 1824.  
 
Slide 4: American Immigration to Texas. New Spain had not allowed Americans 
to immigrate to Texas (though some Americans settled in Mexico illegally in the 
decade before Mexico’s independence). Mexico, on the other hand, encouraged 
American immigration in order to grow the territory’s population and develop its 
economy. Ironically, populating Texas with immigrants from the United States 
was seen as the best available option for preventing territorial encroachment by 
the rapidly expanding population of the United States. Mexico hoped that 
American immigrants would become loyal Mexican citizens and that their sizable 
population would dissuade advances by both the United States and Native 
Americans. By 1830, about 20,000 American immigrants had arrived in Texas – 
more than the number of Tejano (Mexicans living in Texas) and Native American 
residents combined. Concerned about the influx of Americans, the Mexican 
government outlawed immigration from the United States in 1830. Although the 
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law was ultimately ineffective in stopping immigration—and ultimately repealed in 
1833—it was cause for anger and resentment among Americans in Texas.  
 
The majority of immigrants to Texas came from the American South, and some 
forced enslaved African Americans to travel with them. Cash crops grown by 
enslaved people—especially cotton—became a major part of the economy of 
Tejas y Coahuila in spite of the fact that many Mexicans opposed slavery. The 
Mexican government made several attempts to outlaw slavery in the 1820s and 
1830s, but slaveholding Texans challenged the laws or simply ignored them, 
continuing to hold enslaved people in spite of legal and popular opposition.  
 
Slide 5: Revolution. Discontented Texans revolted against the Mexican 
government in 1835. The first armed conflict took place on October 2 in the small 
Texas town of Gonzalez, when a detachment of Mexican soldiers tried to 
confiscate a cannon that the Mexican government had previously given the town 
to defend against Native American raids. Texans in Gonzalez refused to turn 
over the cannon and fought the Mexican soldiers in a small battle that left two 
Mexican soldiers dead. The battle inspired support and built momentum for a 
revolution against the Mexican government. Over the next six months, a rebel 
force of Texans battled the Mexican Army and eventually won independence 
after defeating Mexican forces under General Santa Anna at the Battle of San 
Jacinto.  
 
Slide 6: Republic of Texas (1836-1845). Texas was as an independent republic 
for a decade after winning independence, but the transition to nationhood was far 
from smooth. Its government was deeply divided, and its finances were unstable. 
International relations were also tricky for the young republic. Mexico continued 
to refute Texas’s claim of independence, and European powers initially refused 
to recognize Texas as an independent nation. Even the United States was wary 
of recognizing Texas and only did so after contentious debate.  
 
Slide 7: Annexation Debate. Many Texans hoped the United States would admit 
Texas to the Union as a state, but this was a politically charged issue in the 
United States. If admitted as a state, Texas would shift the balance of power in 
Congress and the Electoral College toward slaveholding interests. Abolitionists in 
the North tended to oppose annexation, while enslavers in the South and those 
who supported American territorial expansion tended to favor it. The Texas 
annexation question became a major issue in the 1844 election, and the pro-
annexation candidate, James K. Polk, won the presidency. Texas was admitted 
as a state the next year.  
 
Slide 8: Central Historical Question. We know that rebels in Texas were able to 
win independence from Mexico, but why did they rebel to begin with? Today we 
are going to examine four historical documents and answer the question: Why 
did Texans revolt against the Mexican government?  
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2. Document analysis: Round 1. Hand out Documents A-B and have students 

complete the Round 1 Guiding Questions. Then have students construct a thesis 
statement.  

 
3. Discuss student answers. Have students share their answers to the Guiding 

Questions and their thesis statements.  
 
 Notes 
 

• Document A – Students should see that the Declaration of Independence 
was written by leaders of the Texas Revolution who knew their own 
motivations and were likely familiar with the sentiments of those they 
represented. However, it would likely only provide evidence of the 
revolutionary perspective. The document was also written to build support 
for the revolution among Texans and to justify their actions to others, so 
they may have been more motivated to portray their motivations in a 
positive light than to tell the truth. 

 
• Document B – Students should see that Seguín’s speech corroborates the 

Declaration’s portrayal of the revolution as a noble attempt to free 
themselves from tyranny.  

 
4. Document analysis: Round 2. Hand out Documents C-E and have students 

complete the Round 2 Guiding Questions. Then have students use the evidence 
in all the documents to revise their thesis statements.  

 
5. Discuss student answers. Have students share their answers to the Guiding 

Questions and their revised thesis statements.  
 
 Notes 
 

• Document C complicates the notion that the revolution was primarily a 
fight for freedom. Manchola expresses frustration over the fact that 
American immigrants were not following Mexican laws, suggesting that the 
conflict may have stemmed, in part, over tensions between American 
behavior and Mexican authorities.  

 
• Document D also complicates the narrative. It suggests that racism may 

have been one cause of the revolution.  
 

• Document E further complicates the story by suggesting that the 
revolution was primarily about protecting the interests of enslavers.  

 
6. Final Discussion: Check for understanding and extend students’ thinking about 

the Texas Revolution with the following questions:  
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• Why did Texans revolt against the Mexican government? What evidence from 

the documents supports your position? 
• Were Texans justified in revolting against Mexico? Why? Why not? This is still a 

question that is debated today. Why do you think this is still a contentious issue?  
• Which of these pieces of evidence do you find more/less trustworthy? Why? 
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