
 

King Philip’s War Lesson Plan 
 

Central Historical Question 
What caused King Philip’s War? 

 
Materials: 

• King Philip’s War PowerPoint 
• Copies of Documents A-C 
• Copies of Guiding Questions 

 
Note: The version of Document A that’s included in the Student Materials file is heavily 
modified for length and clarity. We have worked to keep the document representative of 
the original version. However, you may wish to visit the Original Documents file if you 
would prefer not to use a heavily modified version. 
 
 
Plan of Instruction: 
 
1. Use PowerPoint to introduce lesson:  

 
a. Slide 1: Title Slide. Today we’re going to learn about a war that broke out 

between Native Americans and English colonists in New England in 1675. 
 

b. Slide 2: Map of New England. Point out New England on a map. (Note: This 
1967 map was an attempt by the U.S. Geological survey to map traditional 
territories of Native American tribes. It was based on imperfect information. You 
can learn more at https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/32595.) 

 
c. Slide 3: Indigenous Nations of the Region. Long before the English settled 

present-day New England, Algonquian peoples lived in the region. One of these 
Algonquian nations was the Wampanoag. Their society was built around family 
relations. Both men and women could serve as their leader, called a sachem, 
who governed their nation along with councilors, elders, and lower sachems.  

 
In the early 17th century, the Wampanoag lived in present-day Rhode Island and 
southeastern Massachusetts. Wampanoags came into contact with European 
merchants at this time. 

 
d. Slide 4: English Settlers in New England. When the Pilgrims arrived in 1620, the 

Wampanoag taught the Pilgrims how to fish and grow crops. Epidemics from 
diseases brought by Europeans, land seizures by settlers, and fighting against 
the colonists caused the deaths of many Native Americans in New England. 
From 1600 to 1675, the region's Native American population decreased from 
140,000 to 10,000. During the same time period, the English population grew to 
50,000. 



 

 
After a war between English colonists and the Pequot in 1636-1637, New 
England was free of major armed conflict for about forty years. In 1645, New 
England Puritans launched a campaign to convert the Native Americans to 
Christianity. About 2,000 Native Americans lived in “praying towns,” where 
missionaries pressured them to give up their cultures and become Christians.  
 

e. Slide 5: Sachem Metacomet. Metacomet (whom the English called King Philip) 
was the sachem of the Pokanoket, a tribe of the Wampanoag nation. In 1675, he 
forged a military alliance with about two-thirds of the region's Native Americans. 
 

f. Slide 6: King Philip’s War. In June 1675, Metacomet led an attack on an English 
settlement in Swansea, Massachusetts. Over the next year, Native Americans 
attacked more than half of New England’s towns and destroyed twelve out of 
ninety, killing five percent of New England’s colonists. Native American 
casualties in New England were higher; perhaps 40 percent were killed by 
colonists or forced to flee as a result of colonial attacks. The English called this 
conflict King Philip’s War. In August 1676, colonial forces killed Metacomet, then 
mutilated his body and publicly displayed it. Shortly after, Native American 
defenses collapsed. Colonists sold many surviving Native American men into 
slavery in the West Indies and enslaved many women and children in New 
England. Colonists sent a smaller number of Native Americans to praying towns.  
 

g. Slide 7: Central Historical Question.  Today you’re going to read three historical 
documents to answer the question: What caused King Philip’s War? 

 
 
2.  Warm-up: Have students answer the following three questions based on the lecture: 
 

a. What happened to New England’s Native American population in the years 
leading up to 1675? 
 

 b.  What were the results of the war between Native Americans and English 
settlers in 1675? 

 
 c.  Based on what you learned, what do you think caused the war? 

 
 
3.  Elicit student answers to the Warm-up. 
 
 
4.  Hand out Document A and the Guiding Questions. Have students answer sourcing 

questions 1 and 2, then read the document and answer the rest of the questions for 
Document A. 

 
 



 

5.  Review student answers and discuss.  
 Document A notes: 

• Students may be skeptical about the reliability of this source. Metacomet 
didn't write it; a colonist did. This is important to bear in mind. At the same 
time, the author provides a detailed account of his conversation with 
Metacomet, and he includes Metacomet’s criticisms of the colonists. He 
appears to be faithfully reporting Metacomet’s grievances. We should also 
consider Easton’s intent in making this account – to avoid war – and how this 
could have influenced what he included. 
 

• Students should note that this meeting was preceded by the execution of 
three Wampanoag men, which angered the Wampanoag. English authorities 
organized this meeting in order to try to prevent Native American retaliation 
on the colonies after the executions.  

 
 
6.  Hand out Document B. Have students answer Questions 1-3, then read the 

document and answer the rest of the questions for Document B. 
 
 
7.  Review student answers to the Guiding Questions and discuss: 

Document B notes: 
• Students may note that King Philip’s War was very costly to the English. 

Edward Randolph summarizes the losses in the final paragraph of the 
document. Students may reason that the English wanted to create this report 
to help prevent future losses. 

 
• Students should note that the report refers to the Native Americans as “rude” 

and “heathen.” Students may also cite the passage “Upward of 3,000 Indian 
men women and children destroyed, who if well managed would have been 
very serviceable to the English.” This indicates Edward Randolph considered 
the deaths of Native Americans a loss because he wanted the English to use 
the Native Americans to serve English interests.  

 
• Students need to source the document. Randolph was neither a colonist nor a 

Wampanoag. He was an English official. Students should consider how this 
may limit his perspective and understanding of what caused King Philip’s 
War.  

 
o Randolph presents what he says were the causes of the war according 

to the colony of Massachusetts. We should consider the fact that 
Randolph was not a colonist himself.  

 
o At the same time, we know that the English government commissioned 

Randolph to learn the cause of the war, so he may have tried to tell the 
truth.  



 

 
8.  Hand out Document C. Have students answer Questions 1-3, then read the 

document and answer the remaining questions for Document C. 
 
 
9.  Review student answers to the Guiding Questions and discuss: 
 Document C notes: 

• Students should reason that as an advocate for Native Americans rights, 
Apess likely gave this speech in order to present a Native American 
perspective on the causes of King Philip’s War. 
 

• Students should consider the possible strengths and limitations of this 
document as an account of the causes of King Philip’s War. On the one hand, 
Apess delivered this speech long after the war and therefore was not present 
during the escalation of the conflict between the Native Americans and 
settlers. On the other hand, Apess was a renowned author, who may have 
carefully studied the history of the conflict. Additionally, Apess’s speech 
represents the historical interpretation of someone who advocated for Native 
American rights. 

 
 
10.  Have students answer the final question in pairs. Discuss. 
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