
Eulogy: 
 

We are gathered here today to remember a fallen soldier, a brave man, and a  

kind heart that died during the war against Vietnam. Gerald Robert Helmich was born on Nov 

17, 1931. He was the son of Herbert G. & Martha A. Helmich. He was born and raised in 

Manchester, New Hampshire. He was nicknamed ‘Jerry’ as a kid and it stuck with him through 

pretty much the rest of his life. Jerry was just a regular guy who enjoyed fishing, hunting, 

swimming and dancing, he had many friends and a ready smile. Jerry grew up on the westside 

of Manchester, and attended local schools. Jerry would go on to graduate from West High 

School in 1950, and would soon go off to college. 

 

Right after Jerry graduated he would enroll into the University of New  

Hampshire for his next four years of schooling. He became part of the UNH ROTC which would 

prepare him to join the airforce as soon as he got out of college and that’s what he did. He 

stayed on track, made his way through college and come 1954 he was ready to graduate. He 

graduated from the University of New Hampshire in 1954 and went right from there to the Air 

Force.  

 

Jerry became a pilot in the United States Air Force after college. As a pilot he  

was a member of the 6th Special Operations Squadron. Jerry’s main job as a member of the 6th 

Special Operations Squadron was to assess, train, advise and assist foreign aviation forces in 

airpower employment, sustainment and force integration. When he was stationed in Vietnam he 

was helping train and better the Vietnam Air Force. However, that wasn’t the only thing he did, 

he also flew combat planes and flew rescue missions during the war.  

 



On the date of November 12th, 1969 they needed Jerry to help on a search  

and rescue mission. The rescue mission was for the crew of the Owl 7 which was a 2-man Army 

helicopter that was down the day before. Jerry’s job was to make a covering pass and lay down 

covering fire while the rescue helicopter saved the stranded crew. The crew was rescued 

because of the distraction, however Jerry’s plane was hit by hostile fire, crashed and exploded. 

The following Monday he would have been 38 years old. The Air Force never declared him 

dead on this day, they labeled him missing in action (MIA).  

 

He was considered missing until 1978 which was when he was finally labeled  

killed in action and got a proper burial. Since he was missing and not considered dead yet he 

actually got promoted twice from major to lieutenant colonel and then full colonel. His remains 

were never recovered, but when he was declared dead they gave him a grave marker, a 21-gun 

salute, and the medals he had earned on the last day of his life: another Air Medal, the Purple 

Heart for his presumed injuries, and the Silver Star for heroism. Previously, he had been 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and another DFC. His name is on the 

Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu memorial and he has his own plaque in his home town of 

Manchester near Queens City Bridge.  

Every life eventually comes to an end, however most lives don’t get to end in  

such a heroic way that Jerry’s did. He laid his life on the line as one of the best and brightest 

pilots the Air Force has ever seen for that mission. His sacrifice will not only never be forgotten, 

but it will forever be honored in our hearts. Sacrifice is one of the greatest acts of heroism a man 

can achieve in the military. Sacrificing your life for your brothers in arms is an amazing thing to 

go down. No one ever wants to die, but going out a hero by sacrificing your life for the good of 

others is one of the best ways you could possibly go out. We will never forget the people that 



sacrificed their lives in war for our freedom and other people’s lives. Thank you Jerry for your 

service you will be deeply missed.  

 

Thank you everyone for attending today, Jerry would have really appreciated  

you all coming and being here. 
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