
 

 
Battle of Little Bighorn 

 
The Battle of the Little Bighorn Lesson Plan 

 
Central Historical Questions: 

Who was responsible for the Battle of Little Bighorn? 
 
 
Materials: 

• Copies of Textbook Excerpt 
• Copies of Battle of Little Bighorn Documents A and B 
• Copies of Battle of Little Bighorn Guiding Questions 

 
Plan of Instruction: 
 
1. Introductory Lecture: 
 

• In the decades following the Civil War, the United States engaged in a number of 
conflicts with Native American tribes living west of the Mississippi. Some 
historians refer to these conflicts as “The Indian Wars.” 

 
• The primary issue of the Indian Wars was land. The United States government 

made several treaties with Native American tribes to define Indian lands. 
However, as ever increasing numbers of Americans moved through, and 
sometimes settled on, Native American territory, these treaties were often 
ignored or broken by the government.  

 
• Native Americans fought the United States for decades. They were ultimately 

overwhelmed by the superior numbers and weapons technology of the United 
States Army. Though on several occasions Native Americans defeated American 
troops in individual battles. One of the most famous of those Native American 
victories occurred at the Battle of Little Bighorn in Montana.  

 
• On June 25, 1876 Civil War veteran George Custer attacked over 2000 Sioux 

and Cheyenne warriors with a few hundred men; Custer and his men where 
overwhelmed and everyone of them were killed. 

 
2. Transition: Today we are going to look at three different documents related to the 

Battle of the Little Bighorn: a textbook version of the battle; a letter to the President 
from the Secretary of War a month after the battle; and the recollections of a Native 
American woman about the battle from 1922.  

 
Our job is to analyze these sources and draw evidence from them in order to answer 
the question:  

 
Who was responsible for the Battle of the Little Bighorn? 
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3. Hand out textbook passage. In pairs, students read textbook and answer the 
following questions: 

 
a)  According to the textbook, what caused conflict between the Lakota Sioux 

and the U.S. government? 
b)  Who started the Battle of Little Bighorn? 
c)  Why did Custer lose? 
d)  Do you think this account is an accurate description of the Battle of Little 

Bighorn? Why or Why not? 
 

Discuss: Students share out answers. 
 

4. Hand out Documents A and B, along with Guiding Questions. In pairs, students read 
documents and answer the Guiding Questions. 

 
5. Discussion: Based upon what you have read and learned today, who was responsible 

for the Battle of the Little Bighorn?  
 

Key points to address: 
• What are the similarities and differences between these accounts? 
• Why do they differ? 
• Which one do you find most trustworthy? Why? 
• What other types of documents would you need to look at in order to continue 

figuring out who was responsible for the Battle of the Little Bighorn? 
 

6.  Homework: Have students write a new textbook account of the Battle of Little 
Bighorn, drawing from information included in at least one of the primary documents. 
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