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student handout - Graphic organizer

coMMon core AliGnMent

page 61 - #1 (Gr. 6-12), #2 (Gr. 6-8), #6 (Gr. 6-12), #8 (Gr. 6-12), #9 (Gr. 9-12),

and #10 (Gr. 6-8)

plAn oF instruction

use the powerpoint to provide basic background information about 
Atahualpa and Francisco pizarro.  (note: this lesson is not intended to 
provide a comprehensive overview of the inca empire or its conquest.)

(a)  Slide 2: Sapa Inca Atahualpa.  Atahualpa was the 14th emperor of 
Tawantinsuyu, or Inca Empire, which spanned parts of present-day 
Peru, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia, and Colombia. At the time of Atahualpa’s 
reign, it was home to approximately 12 million people. He became Sapa 
Inca, or emperor, when he defeated his brother Huáscar in a civil war in 
1532. 

(b)  Slide 3: Francisco Pizarro.  Pizarro was a Spanish conquistador and 
distant cousin of Hernan Cortés. His first two expeditions to conquer 
the Inca Empire failed due to lack of resources and hostilities of the 
Inca. During his third expedition, he captured and executed Atahualpa. 
He then traveled to Cuzco, the capital of the Inca Empire, signaling the 
conquest of Tawantinsuyu. Later he founded Lima, which became the 
capital of Peru under Spanish rule.
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(c)  Slide 4: Meeting at Cajamarca.  Atahualpa was traveling with his 
army to Cuzco to claim his position as emperor after his victory over 
Huáscar. The Inca and Spanish forces both neared a town called 
Cajamarca. Pizarro invited Atahualpa to come to the plaza. Atahualpa 
entered the town with several thousand unarmed men. When the Inca 
arrived, they saw no Spaniards since Pizarro had ordered his men to 
hide in order to launch a surprise attack. The only Spaniard to come 
forward was Friar Vicente de Valverde, who carried a Bible. 

(d)  Slide 5: Central Historical Question.  Because this meeting was so 
important, many stories and legends have been told about what 
happened when Atahualpa and Friar de Valverde met. Today we 
will explore three different accounts to answer the central historical 
question: Did Atahualpa hold the Bible to his ear? 

2 hand out the textbook passage and have students answer 
questions individually.

3 discuss student answers. Ask students:

(a)  Why would Atahualpa hold the Bible to his ear?

(b)  What picture does this account paint of Atahualpa?

(c)  Is this account reliable?

(d)  How could we find out if this account is accurate or not?

4 distribute documents A and b and the Graphic organizer.  

Explain to students: 

I’m passing out 2 documents about the meeting between Francisco Pizarro 
and Atahualpa. Read both and answer the graphic organizer and guiding 
questions.

5 review student answers:

(a)  From what perspective were these accounts written?    

(b)  According to each document, what did Atahualpa do to the Bible?

(c)  Whose perspective is missing from these documents? (Answer: an Inca 
perspective.) How would having a document from this perspective be 
helpful in determining whether or not Atahualpa held the Bible to his 
ear?

(d)  If you corroborate Documents A and B with the textbook, what do you 
conclude about whether or not Atahualpa held the Bible to his ear? 
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6 discuss.

Why are these two documents more persuasive than the textbook? The answer 
has to do with sourcing and corroboration:

(a)  Both documents were written by eyewitnesses (as opposed to the 
textbook).

(b)  Both documents gave virtually the same account, even though they 
were written over three decades apart.

(c)  Although we don’t know where the story of Atahualpa holding the 
Bible to his ear originates, the fact that neither Spanish document 
corroborates the account suggests that it probably didn’t happen. 

Finally, draw students’ attention to the last paragraph of Document A. Explain  
to students that once Atahualpa was seized, he was imprisoned by the  
Spanish. Atahualpa’s imprisonment dealt a huge blow to the Inca army, and the 
Spanish used Atahualpa while in captivity to collect silver and gold. Because 
the civil war had just ended, the empire was very divided, making resistance 
against the Spanish all the more difficult for the Inca. Two weeks after the 
meeting between Atahualpa and Friar Vicente de Valverde, the Spanish executed 
Atahualpa. Atahualpa’s death precipitated the disintegration of the Inca Empire 
and the beginning of Spanish colonial rule.
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